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thinking that Great Britain had a right to govern Ireland,
If she did not chuse to be governed by us, that he
maintained no country that ever had existed or did exist,
had a right to hold the sovereignty of another, against the
will and consent of that other.":
The state of Ireland made it difficult for a new Government
to act or to parley with dignity, and Fox and Rockingham
tried to persuade Grattan and Charlemont to postpone the
imminent declaration,  and  give  them  time to  deliberate.
Their wish was eminently natural, for Portland and  Fitz-
patrick the new Viceroy and Chief Secretary only arrived
in   Dublin  on  April the   I4th.     But   Irish  sentiment,  so
often stemmed and  turned aside,  was   now moving in  a
groundswell  of elation  and  hope.    Grattan  refused,  and
on  the   16th  of April  he  made that imperishable speech
in which he saluted Ireland as a free people, and admired
the " heaven - directed steps by which she had  proceeded
until  the whole faculty of the nation  was  braced up to
the   act   of  her  own   deliverance."     The   address  passed
unanimously ; the volunteers pledged themselves to uphold
the House of Commons in its demands, and all the credit
and dignity of Ireland inside and outside of Parliament were
involved in the recognition of Irish independence.    Grattan
knew the risks he was running, for if England had refused
there would have been war and the final alienation of the
Irish   people   from   England,   a   contingency   he   always
dreaded.     He wrote earnestly to Fox saying that he felt
it his duty to place before him his opinions because they
" concurred with the settled sense of the Irish nation," and
laying down definitely the sum of the Irish demand.    It
would of course have been unwarrantable for Fox to have
pledged the Government to any definite policy, and he was
very careful in his replies to observe all the restraints that
were proper to a Cabinet Minister discussing subjects thai were
in the department of a colleague.    But the correspondence,
though Grattan professed only to write to him " as the first
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